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CLOSE RACE WITH SISTER SHIP
Priwall Equals Padua’s Record Of 66 Days

SKIPPERS AT DINNER
Many Seek Work At Port Victoria

By Our Special Staff Representative
   PORT VICTORIA, January 9.
There was excitement here today at the arrival of the 
German four-masted barque Priwall, which equalled 
the record passage of 66 days from Hamburg, made 
by the four-masted barque Padua, of the same line. 
The vesselas were within a comparatively short dis-
tance of each other throughout the voyage

The Advertiser,  10 Jan 1934 p 211934 continued from previous page Sydney Morning Herald, 11 January, 1934



Percy Grainger and his wife left L’Avenir at Port 
Germein on 12 January 1934 with their many musi-
cal instruments and did not stay for the wedding of 

their shipmates

1934
10 January, 1934

Continued-the Close Race with Sister Ship-
story of voyage, Graingers and romance. Page 
22, The Advertiser 10 Jan, 1934-2 whole col-
umns on 2 pages

1934
Women’s Weekly, 27 January, 1934



Port Victoria  record of incoming passengers from overseas in 1934-Mrs Van der Andel, Miss Barbara 
Strachey and Mr Olav Hultin. The young couple drove to Port Germein for their wedding.

10 January, 1934, Page 8, Argus

9 January, 1934

The Advertiser, 11 Jan, 1934   p.10 1934



End of story

The Advertiser, 11 Jan, 1934   
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L’Avenir at Port Germein Jetty
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Barbara Strachey (1912-1919), daughter of Oliver (brother of Lytton) and Ray Strachey, LMH history 
19430-3, Ministry of Information (MOI) 1940-1 (Foreign News Assistant 1942), married Olav Hultin on  
17 January 1934 (they were divorced in 1937), and thereafter  Wolf Halpern(18/1).
From  
Letters, 1928-1946 By Isaiah Berlin, Henry Hardy
“He told me of meeting the dissipated Finnish passenger Olav Hultin, who had married barbara Strachey. 
“Very bad this man, now. All sick, he do so many bad tings.”
From  My Year Before the Mast By Annette Brock Davis

Barbara Strachey was at school in Switzerland and was then sent to Oxford High School and to Vienna 
before Oxford, where she took a disappointing Third in history. In an attempt to end her youthful rebellion, 
her parents sent her on a windjammer journey to Australia. She rebelled even further, by marrying a fellow 
passenger, Olaf Hultin, the son of Professor Arvid Hultin of Helsingfors. They married in January 1934, had 
a son, Roger, in Octber and divorced three years later in 1937.

In September of that year she married Wolf Halpern, son of Dr George Halpern of Jerusalem. (Barbara was 
pleased to have enlarged her ethnic horizons. She was a keen amateur ethnographer, and boasted, after a 
stay in hospital where several of the nurses were of West African origin, that she could guess their national 
tribal affiliations with 100 per cent accuracy.) Halpern joined the RAF and died in action in 1943. Barbara 
used his name until she began her second career as an author.
100 per cent accuracy.) Halpern joined the RAF and died in action in 1943. Barbara used his name until she 
began her second career as an author.

Thursday 6 June 1935, page 2

Wednesday 22 May 1935

Sunday Mail,  13 April, 1935
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Students Become Historians continued The Recorder 23 Jan, 1937 page 1

APPRENTICES  
MISSING 

LEFT SHIP AT PORT 
GERMEIN 

C. B. PEDERSEN 
SAILS FIVE SHORT 

PORT GERMEIN, Friday
   When the Swedish barque C.B. Pedersen left 
Port Germein jetty last night five of the crew were 
missing. All were Swedish apprentices, their ages 
ranging from 16 to 19 years.
   As they are prohibited immigrants the owner of 
the vessel is liable to forfeit £500 unless they are 
found. Under the Commonwealth Immigration 
regulations a shipowner is liable for £100 for every 
prohibited immigrant who makes a successful entry 
into the country.
   Before the departure of the hip the crew was 
paraded before Mr. B. A. Moffat (of Pirie Customs 
staff) and the five youths were absent. ZCapt. H. 
Bruce (master) stated that they were on board the 
night before sailing.
     The missing apprentices were:-
     Jarl Urban Hjarme (17),
     Karl Ingvar Wallen (18),
     Ingemar Hagelin (17),
     Sven Rydberg (19),
     Axel Gerhard Caspar Schonbeck (16).
KNOWLEDGE OF ENGLISH
   News of their absence was reported to Constable 
Grow. All have some knowledge of English.
   The C. B. Pedersen , which had loaded a full 
cargo of wheat on account of John Darling and 
Son, cleared the jetty at 11 p.m. She was in tow of 
the steam tug Yacka and Capt. J. Maitland Thomp-
son was the pilot.
   The ship had passed the usual anchorage and 
Capt. Bruce intends to leave for Europe as soon as
possible.
   Queenstown, Falmouth and Plymouth have been 
named as optional ports of destination. The C. B. 
Pedersen, which is of 3,142 tons is fitted with wire-
less. Mr. E. Pedersen, of Gothenburg (Sweden) is 
the owner.
   On her outward voyage she carried a complement 
of 32, including 24 apprentices. The apprentices, 
most of whom pay a premium for their passage, are 
in training for posts as officers at sea. 

1937 
Advertiser, 11 January, 1937



The Recorder Jan 20, 1937 1937

   The 12 men had been ashore on 
Monday night, and left the jetty at 
Port Germein today about 2 a.m. to 
go on board the Penang which was 
anchored a short distance away. 
When near the vessel the boat they 
were using capsized in a strong sea.
   Calls for help attracted  the no-
tice of Capt. Karl Karlssen (mas-
ter of the Penang) and the second 
mate, who hurried on deck. They 
could see forms struggling in the 
water, so the second mate jumped 
into a motor boat, which was made 
fast astern, and went to the rescue.
   He picked up 10 of the men, but 
could see no trace of the others. 
B. Wallenius, one of the rescued 
men was unconscious and appar-
ently dead. He was hoisted to the 
deck of the Penang, where efforts 
at resuscitation were successful.

   The second mate and some of the 
crew continued to patrol in the vi-
cinity of the barque, but could not 
find the missing men, who were:-
  AXEL HARRY LINDQUIST (21) 
ship’s carpenter, of Lenland,  Fin-
land.
  LARS RASMUSSEN (21), of 
Borup, Denmark, able seaman.
   The pilot launch with Capt. 
Thompson in charge joined in 
the futile search and at daylight it 
was assumed that Lindquist and 
Rasmussen had been drowned.
   Members of the crew searched the 
beach at Port Germein today, but could 
not find the body of either man. Resi-
dents of Port Germein and Mounted -
Constable Grow helped in the search.
   The Penang’s boat was found, cap-
sized, about one mile west of the jetty.

February 3rd, 1937, Page 1, The Recorder

PORT GERMEIN TRAGEDY
Victims’ Bodies Not Recovered

   All day yesterday a search was con tinued at Port Germein for the bodies 
of Axe; Harry Lindquist (carpenter) and Lars Rasmussen (able seaman), of 
the barque Penang.
   It is believed that they were drowned when a boat in which they were 
returning from Port Germein to the Penang, which was anchored in the bay, 
capsized early on Tuesday morning.
   A boat patrolled between the jetty and the barque. There was no sign of the 
bodies.

The Recorder 30 Jan 1937

The Recorder 22 Jan 1937

The Recorder 22 Jan37

The Recorder Fri 12 Feb, 1937
PORT GERMEIN PALAIS

Sat Feb 13
In aid of Popular C. compe-
tition-Tim Scanlon. Novelty 
dances. Miss L Branford, pia-
nist: Mr L Murray, violinist.

1 Feb, 1937
Dance St A.H.C.

Port Germein Palais
Tonight at 8 o’clock

Miss L. Branford, pianist
Mr R. Murray, violinist.
Bus leaves Symonds at 7.45 
pm



Friday 6 February, 1937, The Recorder, page 1

Between 12.30 and 12.45 p.m. the 
shark, a 12-footer, was noticed toss-
ing an object into the air near the buoy 
about 100 yds from the jetty on the 
eastern side.
   Messrs Patrick Flannagan and Wil-
liam Clayton were the first to see the 
horrifying incident. As the body fell 
to the water again the shark seized it 
by the hips.
   Mr. Clayton immediately informed 
Capt Karl Karlssen, master of the 
Penang, who rushed to the side of the 
ship and fired two pistol shots at the 
shark, which disappeared and was not 
seen again.
   Capt. Karlssen gave orders to man 
the ship’s motor launch, which was in 
the water. When the launch reached 
the body a rope was tied around it, 
and it was towed to the jetty. The   
hipa nad legs had been mauled.
   Mounted-Constable Grow reported 
the discovery to Mr. W. J. Seymour 
(coroner) , who viewed the body. 
He interviewed Capt . Karlssen and 
members of the crew and they identi-
fied the remains.
   Men were ordered by the captain to 
wrap the body in canvas, and it was 
hoisted on to the jetty, where Mount-
ed-Constable Grow kept watch until 
Mounted-Constable J. Menz arrived 
from Pirie. Then Constable 

Grow prepared a report for the coro-
ner.
   At Port Germein Police Station to-
night seamen who had been in the 
capsized boat made statements about 
the tragedy. They said that Rasmussen, 
in company with others, had  left the 
jetty in a rowing boat about 2.10 a.,. 
on Tuesday for the Penang which was 
then anchored off the structure.
   A heavy sea was running and the 
boat was swamped and then capsized. 
Rasmussen was not seen again until 
his body was discovered yesterday.
   Mr. Seymour decided that acciden-
tally and by misfortune Rasmussen 
was drowned, and no blame was at-
tachable to anyone. He deemed an in-
quest unnecessary.
   The discovery of the body disproves 
a suggestion that the two missing sea-
men might have swam ashore, as Ras-
mussen was said to be the only one of 
them able to swim.
   A daily search along the beach and 
among the mangroves has been made 
for the bodies. Yesterday seamen from 
the Penang and Mounted-Constable 
Grow dragged around the jetty with-
out avail.
   Rasm

Monday, February 8, 1937, Page 1 The Recorder

   Nearly 60 persons attended the cer-
emony. Floral tributes were placed on 
the coffin by Capt. Karlssen, Mr. Sey-
mour, Mounted Constables Grow and 
Menz, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Brine, and 
Mrs. J. Hutchinson, and two wreaths 
were sent by the wardens and con-
gregation of St. Clement’s Church.
   The burial rites were performed by 
Rev. W. H. Terry (chaplain of Pirie 
Missions to Seamen), Capt. Karls-
sen reciting the service in Finnish 
for the benefit of the crew. The cap-
tain those who had attended to pay 
their respects to a deprted comrade. 
The ceremony was most touching.
   Rasmussen, the other victim, was 
buried yesterday morning. Port Ger-
mein residents placed cars at the dis-
posal of the captain and members of 
the crew, and a number of wreaths 
was sentas practical gestures of sym-
pathy. Mr Terry conducted the service.

MEMBER OF CREW 
MISSING

Was in Pirie On Friday 
Night

PORT GERMEIN, Sunday
   Since he was seen in Pirie on Fri-
day night nothing has been heard of 
Saharoff Nikolai, a member of the 
crew of the barque Penang which 
is loading wheat at Port Germein. 
The police have been notified.
   Nikolai went from here to Pirie on 
Friday. he was seen that night by Rev. 
W.H. Terry of Missions to Seamen, and 
told the minister that he intended to 
spend the night with friends. Mr. Terry 
had expected the seaman to accom-
pany him to Port Germein yesterday.

Since the recovery of Rasmussen’s 
body on Friday the search for that of 
Lindquist had not ceased. Between 9 
and 10 o’clock this morning Messrs 
George Mulligan and Jack Hutchinson, 
who were patrolling the western side 
of the beach, discovered a body in the 
mangroves about two miles from Port 
Germein. They immediately returned 
to the town and notified the police.
   Capt. Karl Karlssen (master of 
the Penang), who later identified 
the body as that of Lindquist, sent 
eight men to the beach to assist the 
police and an undertaker. The body 
was taken in a coffin from the place 
where it was found, near kelly’s 
Creek, to the police station in a car
    in a statement for the coroner george 
Alfred Mulligan described the find-
ing of the body about 10.45 am. he 
said that it was lying face downward.
   Mounted-Constable J. A. Menz 
stated that on receipt of a message 
from Mulligan he proceeded to a spot 
on the beach about two miles west 
of the jetty and was shown a corpse 
which he knew to be that of Lindquist. 
It seemed to have been washed up 
from the sea. He examined the body
and found  no marks of violence. 
Death had apparently been due to 
drowning.
   Mr. Seymour, after having perused 
the statements, deemed an inquest un-
necessary. He found that Lindquist 
had been accidentally and by misfor-
tune drowned near Port Germein Jetty 
on February 2. No blame was attached 
to any person.
   After the body had been recovered, 
Mounted Constable Grow placed his 
car at the disposal of members of the 
crew of the barque who had assisted 
the police in their work, and the men 
hurried back to the sailing vessel to 
change their clothes and attend the 
funeral of their unfortunate comrade 
at 4 p.m. 

Feb 9th 1937-Duke of Windsor asked not to marry 
Mrs Simpson

Jan 8th, 1937: Goode’s-The new store with the new 
goods. Step across Ellen St and see

1937 TWO SAILORS 
MISSING

BUT 10 SAVED
____

Dinghy Upsets In 
Darkness

____
PILOT BOAT TO 

RESCUE
___

Port Germein. February 2
   Two young members of the crew of the Finnish 
barque Penang are believed to have been drowned 
and 10 others saved from a rough sea about 2.15 
a.m. today. The 12-ft. dinghy in which they were re-
turning to the ship capsized.
   Heads were bobbing about like corksd in the water 
, when Captain Karl Victor Karlssen and the second 
officer of the Penang, having heard cries for help, 
launched the ship’s motor boat , and, with the aid of 
electric torches, Pulled some men to safety.
   When the Penang’s launch, disabled by heavy seas, 
was drifting helplessly, a pilot launch from Port Pi-
rie arrived.
   The missing men are:-
    AXEL HARRY LINDQUIST, 21, ship’s carpen-
ter, a Finn, and
      LARS RASMUSSEN, 21, able seaman, a 
Dane.

Returning From Dance
Following a report that two men had asked tonight 
for clothes at a house about five miles from Port 
Germein, the possibility was suggested that the two 
missing men might have swam ashore, but this was 
discounted by a statement, that only one of the men 
was good swimmer.
   returning from a dance ashore, the 12 sailors, 
crowded into a small boat, had almost reached the 
Penang, moored about 160 yards from the jetty, 
when the accident occurred.
   Whipped by a strong south-easterly gale, the sea 
was rough. Some of the men argued that the return 
to the ship should be postponed until the sea moder-
ated.

In Water Half An Hour
More than half an hour elapsed before all of the 10 
men were picked up. When the dinghy capsizd near 
the Penang, Captain Karlssen heard the men in the 
water shouting to the nightwatchman to throw out 
line.
   Having quickly dropped out the ship’s launch, 
Captain Karlssen and the second officer were en-
gaged in their difficult task of rescue when a heavy 
sea poured into the launch, stalling the engine. 
Drifting helplessly, the ship’s launch was itself in 
danger of swamping when Captain Thompson, in 
the pilot launch from Port Pirie, arrived to berth the 
Penang.
   One of the 10 rescued men showed practically no 
pulse or breathing when removed from the water, 
and about two hours’ vigorous resuscitation was 
required to revive him.
   Where the dinghy capsized the depth was about 
26 feet. The dinghy was later washed up about a  
mile away.
   Mounted Constable P. A. Grow, who searched 
for the two bodies until late tonight, is preparing a 
report.
   A three-masted  barque, the Peneng is one of 
Captain Erikson’s fleet. It had been anchored off 
the Port Germein jetty since last Thursday, and will 
start loading tomorrow. 
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